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PRESIDENT'S CORNER 
It really should not come as a surprise to anyone that we 
once again have a calendar full of great rides. For the 
past 5 years we have been able to pick and choose from 
25 Top Cats rides. Thanks to the Road Captains that 
have stepped up, nobody can say they were bored after 
this riding season. The addition of the Long Distance 
Riding committee has resulted in some really exciting 
opportunities. 

As our annual Charity Ride quickly approaches, it is 
very important that as many of you as possible con-
tribute to its success. Aside from selling tickets 20 tick-
ets each, we need donations, items for the auctions and 
lots of help. Please keep Saturday, July 28th open so we 
can have plenty of help with the set up. Just a couple 
hours of your time will make a huge difference. In past 
years we have heard and seen first hand the impact our 
efforts have on NISRA. Make sure you invite your friends 
and family or coworkers to the ride. Cars are more then 
welcome and with the Volo location there is plenty for 
everyone to enjoy. We have seen the band play and they 
are excellent! 

While NISRA does not serve all of the towns we live in, 
they are a valuable part of the greater Chicago area. 
Does it really matter that the person who benefits is 
from Barrington or Gurnee? With the clubs smaller size 
we can no longer have members sitting on the sidelines. 
To those already helping, thanks. To the rest, we look 
forward to seeing you get more involved. There is a mis-
conception that the ride belongs to the Charity commit-
tee. This is simply not true. This is a Top Cats event for 
everyone to be a part of. 

We now have had two meetings at our new location and 
most of the feedback has been positive. We had over 50 
people at May's meeting which is a huge ratio to our 
membership base. Let's keep the place full as it gives the 
owners incentive to increase our reserved parking and 
maintain good service. Many have commented on enjoy-
ing the more intimate atmosphere. There are still a few 
bugs to work out and it may be a tight fit occasionally. 
In the end it's the content and energy of the meeting 
that matters most and we are committed to making the 
meetings worth your attendance. Of course that is a two 
way street and we look forward to hearing new ideas. 

What's in a Raffle Ticket... 
Lynn Adams 

The Ride for Dreams is less than 100 days away and we are well 
under way with the planning of all of the activities. This year we 
have been able to leverage a lot of the hard work that was done in 
2006, which has made it a little easier for those working hard on 
the different sub-committees. 

Although all the planning is in place, we still need everyone's 
help. Yes, I did say EVERYONE! To date there are over 1000 
raffle tickets out to members of the Top Cats and NISRA's Board 
of Directors. That is great, but we have only collected money for 
fewer than 200 tickets ( as of the 08 May board meeting ). That 
is less than $2,000.00. A good start, but we could really use your 
help to turn in your ticket stubs and money as soon as possible 
and pick up another couple of batches of tickets to sell. 

The raffle prizes this year totals $10,000 cash. This means we 
need to sell a minimum of 1000 raffle tickets to break even on 
the prize money. I am hoping, like you probably are, that the Top 
Cats are able to present NISRA with a sizable donation This year. 

Please call Merrily Arguello at 209-204-5083 or Ric Case at 847-
363-1542 to turn in and pick up more tickets. You really don't 
have to wait until the next General Meeting to make the 
exchange. If you are available to help with ticket distribution to 
members, please contact Merrily. 

On the registration front, I would like to thank all those mem-
bers who have we already pre-registered. So far we have received 
$345 in Pre-Registrations. If I do my math correctly, that is only 
about 18 of our 88 members who have pre-registered. Please do 
your part and help make this a fun and success event. 

We will resume having our Ride for Dreams Committee meet-
ings just prior to the General Meeting on the first Tuesday of the 
month starting at 6:30 p.m. Remember the location has changed 
to Rupp Road in Buffalo Grove. 

Contact any of the committee co-chairs about how you can help 
and we are looking forward to seeing all of you at Volo on July 
29th. 

Lynn Adams 	 847-274-5774 
Greg Smith 
	

847-870-0957 
John LaMonica 	 847-446-6362 

Gary 



OFFICERS and BOARD of DIRECTORS 
OFFICERS 

Brandt Gary President 847-668-9771 cgb002@comcast.net  
Lunde John VP 815-459-2488 mongerl@hotmail.com  
Malia Thomas Treasurer 847 381-6511 tmalia@cfalp.com  
Zawila Keith Secretary 847-970-9026 keith.zawila@trustmarkins.com  
Prettyman Chuck Past Pres. 847-854-5929 topcats2003@aol.com  
Krepel Windy Director 815 459-9345 bikertt72@sbcglobal.net  
Adams Lynn Director 847-657-9363 adams2144@comcast.net  
Konsewicz Andy Director 630-207-5500 andy@konsewicz.com  
Smith Greg Director 847-870-0957 vethog@comcast.net  

COMMITTEES 

Adams Lynn Charity 847-657-9363 adams2144@comcast.net  
Kirkpatrick Wayne Safety 847 854-4137 wkirkpa177@aol.com  
LaMonica John ROAR 847-446-6362 jlamonica2@comcast.net  
Konsewicz Andy Webmaster 630-207-5500 andy@konsewicz.com  
Brandt Muriel Activities/Hotline 847-546-9771 meo1957@comcast.net  
Carmody Robert Mbrship/Products 312-498-1354 Bcarmody@email.com  
Strickler Peggy MSF 847-438-3162 chameleonbiker@aol.com  

ACTIVITIES 
May - July 2007 

Date 	Event 

Jun 15 
Jun 22 
Jun 18 
Jun 24 
Jun 3o Wise Twistie Ride 
Jun 3o Branson & Bike Ride 
Jul o8 Brunch Ride 
Jul 10 General Meeting 
Jul 14 Wheels & Water Ride 
Jul 17 Board Meeting 
Jul 21 DeKalb Museum Ride 
Jul 22 G.R.A.S.S. Class 
Jul 28 Charity Ride Set Up 
Jul 29 Ride for Dreams 

Start Location 

BP Station RT 12 / RT 176 
Shell Station-RT120 / RT45, Grays Lake 
Village Bar & Grill, Buffalo Grove 

TBD 
Keller Williams-Harris Bank, Palatine 

Citgo Rt176 & Rt14, Crystal Lake 
BP Amoco Rt120 and Rt12, Volo 

Businesses Nationwide 
Village Bar and Grill, Buffalo Grove 

TBD 
TBD 

Shell -Rt12 and Lake Cook, Palatine 
Village Tavern and Grill, Buffalo Grove 

Citgo-Rt 12 & Bonner, Wauconda 
TBD 
TBD 

Village Bar and Grill, Buffalo Grove 
Volo Auto Museum, Volo 
Volo Auto Museum, Volo  

Time 	Leader 

4:30 am 	D. Dougherty 
8:45 am 	G. Brandt 
7:30 pm 	G. Brandt 
TBD 	S. Vernon 

7:30 pm 	G. Brandt 
9:0o am 	G. Brandt 
9:oo am 	F. Zimbric 
All day 	Everyone 
8:3o am 	J. Heniff 
TBD 	D. Schaffer 
TBD 	M. Heller 
9:0o am 	G. Smith 
7:30 pm 	G. Brandt 
9:0o am 	M. Heller 
7:30 pm 	G. Brandt 
TBD 	T. Nichols 

8:3o am 	D. Schaffer 
TBD 	All Top Cats 

8:3o am 	L. Adams 

May 27 Sunrise Ride 
Jun 01 Door County Ride 
Jun 05 General Meeting 
Jun 10 Tree House Dedication 
Jun 12 Board Meeting 

Little Sturgis Davenport 
Hidden Valleys Tour 3 nights 
Ride 2 Work Day 
G.R.A.S.S. Class 

Call the hotline (847) 622-3501 for updates and check the web site at: www.topcats.org  



Kaution Korner 
By Don "Numbersman" Schaffer 

Riding the Bends 

Those of you who have ridden with me will find it no surprise 
that my first Kaution Korner article is about cornering. It's 
not that I consider myself to be that good a rider in the 
twisties, but you know I dearly love riding a crooked road, 
the more turns the better. Since I recognize that my desire 
to get around corners quickly is in conflict with my aging 
body and reflexes, I spend some time trying to keep myself 
out of trouble by listening to the advice of others, and prac-
ticing, practicing, practicing. Nothing in the discussion that 
follows is original to me. I have liberally borrowed the tech-
niques of others that work for me. 

A lot is written about what to do when you find yourself run-
ning out of road in a corner. Truth is that the only way to 
solve that problem consistently is to stay out of trouble in the 
first place. On our track day last year I got to practice a lot 
that I have learned over the years in a safe and controlled 
environment. Then I was picked apart by the instructors. 
Do you know what a "Late Apex" turn is supposed to look 
like? More importantly, do you know why it is important? 
Do you think you know how to execute them consistently? 
There are two major reasons you should consistently use 
the late apex technique, ability to see and control where you 
are going, and ability to control your lean angle. 

It looks beautiful on paper to roll off the throttle, then gently 
roll on as you start out a right sweeper at the center line, fol-
low a perfectly symmetrical track touching the right side of 
the road at the center of the turn, and gliding out to the cen-
ter line again at the same distance out of the turn as you 
took coming in. It's also a great way to crash and burn. The 
problem is that if you use the traditional "roll off, push to 
lean, and roll on" technique, you will be going much faster 
at the exit side of the curve than at entry. This means you 
have to lean more and more to keep your line. It is far too 
easy to come in a little hot and run out of lean angle. There 
is also a question of vision through the curve. The earlier 
you start moving away from the center line, the sooner you 
decrease your view of the exit to the turn. Move closer to 
the tree line and you can't see what is curving around on the 
other side. What if instead of the gradual sweeper you 
expected, it is really a decreasing radius turn that you can't 
see until you are already part way through and leaned over. 

Here's how a late apex turn will help. Stay with the center 
line and stay on the brake deep into the approach to the 
turn. Keep looking for the exit and other clues that tell you 
how tight and far you will have to turn. You will find that the 
tighter and blinder the turn, the longer you will stay on the 
brake, self limiting your entry speed. When you can see the 
exit or evaluate that you have slowed enough to compen-
sate for a blind turn, you get off of the brake and roll on to 
stabilize the suspension, then push to turn sharply enough 
to hit the apex past center. Since you make the sharpest 
part of your turn at the beginning, when you are going the 

slowest, and your turn is opened up on the exit side where 
you are going faster, you don't run out of lean angle. Since 
you have stayed with the entrance longer, you were able to 
see obstacles further down the road, and if the turn tightens 
up as you go further into it, you still have some room left 
before the light scraping of floorboards becomes the omi-
nous grinding of mufflers and other hard parts. 

When I was on the track I attacked a sweeping turn and 
scraped a lot of plastic almost running out of road. The next 
time around I thought I should start the turn earlier to stay 
out of trouble, but it just got worse. It feels counter intuitive 
to think that you turn later decrease your lean, but as the 
instructors showed me, it works. Whether it is slower to do 
it this way is not really. If you just come at the turn a bit 
faster and use more brake to slow down, rather than just let-
ting your speed drift down, so you have not lost any speed 
on the incoming side, and the gentler turn after your initial 
cut will allow you to feed a bit more juice on the way out. 
What if you bore into the curve and see that it is steeper 
than you expected? Just use more brake. Since you are 
still going straight and upright, you can feed in all the brakes 
you need. This is a lot better than if you had coasted in, 
rolled on and entered the turn early. You will be leaned over 
before you see that there is trouble ahead and you know 
how bad it is to hit the brakes when you are already on the 
edge of traction. 

This is pretty hard stuff to get from reading a book or an arti-
cle. Get a fellow Top Cat who is familiar with this cornering 
technique to show you how it works and watch you as you 
use it, then stay safe with practice, practice, practice. 

Top Cats 2007 Activities Update 
By Muriel Brandt & Greg Smith 

Thanks to the Road Captains and all who submitted ride 
suggestions we have a fantastic Riding Schedule this season 
for all to enjoy. They include short brunch rides, half-day 
rides, all day rides, overnight rides, four day weekend rides, 
long distance rides and iron butt rides. The Top Cats ride 
calendar currently sits at a total of 30 rides, including 9 
overnight rides, 6 long distance rides and 6 non-Top Cats 
rides. 

We have three riders so far this year that have stepped up to 
achieve their Road Captain Rockers by leading a ride. A big 
thanks to Andy Konsewicz, Mike Bradbury, and Tom 
Nichols. 

We still have approximately 19 weekend days open during 
our riding season. Most of the open days are in August, 
September and October. As you know, some of our best 
rides are in the fall with the changing of the colors. If you 
have a Fall ride or any ride idea or if you are interested in 
becoming a Road Captain, please contact the activities 
committee (Muriel Brandt or Greg Smith). We will be 
happy to help you help us expand our activities calendar. 

Thank You & Enjoy the Ride ... 



TopCats Board Meeting Minutes 
May 8, 2007 
By Keith Zawila 

Board Members: 
Present: Gary Brandt, John Lunde, Keith Zawila, Andy 
Konsewicz, Lynn Adams, Greg Smith 
Absent: Tom Malia, Windy Krepel, Chuck Prettyman 

Proceedings: 
President Gary Brandt called the meeting to order at 7:48 
pm. 

The Minutes from the April meeting, previously distributed, 
were approved. 

Lynn Adams (Director) 
Presented the following membership applicants to the 
Board for approval: 

Bob Rivecco 
Wanda Rivecco 

Their applications were discussed, and put to a vote: Bob 
was accepted as a Regular member,and Wanda as an 
Associate member. Lynn informed us Bob Carmody need-
ed to purchase 150 Top Cat pins (this was the minimum 
order he could place). The cost of the purchase was 
$400....a motion was made to reimburse Bob for his 
expense, and it was approved. 

Gary updated us on current website activities. Brian Rainey 
has volunteered to become our new Webmaster. Andy 
Konsewicz will be discussing needed updates/improve-
ments with Brian shortly. 

Gary and Lynn initiated a discussion on the Charity Ride's 
budget. To date, our total income has been $3,055. Only 
$345 of this has come from pre-registrations. We can cer-
tainly use more. Expenses for insurance, printing, and 
supplies have cost $2,300. Gary announced his company, 
Continental, will be donating $2,000 to the event. We will 
solicit help from the Membership to distribute flyers or 
work booths at several events coming up in the near future. 

Gary led a lengthy discussion on our 2007 projected bud-
get. Based on our income and projected expenses, we could 
see an approximate deficit of $3,400 this year. We need to 
diligently address all of our expenditures no matter what 
they are, and see if we can create additional sources of rev-
enue so we don't realize this potential deficit. Even though 
we eliminated a few items from the budget, we need to 
review our remaining expenditures for ways to cut them 
down. 

Our next meeting is scheduled for June 12th, 7:30 pm at 
Greg's office (800 E Northwest Highway, 2nd Floor). 

The meeting was adjourned at 9:28 pm. 

TOP CATS APRIL MEETING MINUTES 
May 1, 2007 
By Keith Zawila 

President Gary Brandt called the meeting to 
order at 7:35 pm at The Club House. 

We welcomed the following guests: Ken Kranz 
(guest of Greg Smith), Eric Schertz (guest of 
Terry Kumro), and Leonard Innocenzi (guest of 
Carl Marcyan). 
Gary made a few comments: we can use a 'web-
master' for our website to keep it up-to-date. If 
you have any interest in this, please see Gary. 
Secondly, it's not a bad time to begin thinking 
about 2008. We have several offices up for elec-
tion and other leadership spots to fill. Now is a 
good time to get together with people working in 
a position for which you might be interested in 
getting involved and asking what goes on. It's 
not too early to start planning. 
Bob Carmody (Membership) 
Bob introduced our new members, Mike 
Livingston, John Ernst, and Gary Becker, and 
presented them their pins. 
Lynn Adams (Director) 
Lynn provided an update on our Charity Ride 
(July 29). We can use more pre-registrations and 
raffle tickets sold. Everyone's efforts in these 
areas are appreciated. Cash sponsors are wel-
come, as are vendors and silent auction items. 
Please contact anyone, or business, who you feel 
might contribute items in these areas. Tom 
Malia noted that he and Jodi Zimmerman are 
planning the route for the ride. They will need 
Road Captains to assist leading groups that day. 
The pre-ride for the event will be July 22. Please 
assist. 
Gary Brandt (President) 
Introduced Dan Strickler who gave us a presen-
tation on MSF in northern Illinois. Some high-
lights: the program has been active for 30 years, 
the initial $10,000 grant has grown to more than 
3.5 million, we grown from 20 courses per year 
to 418. Dan provided a handout on some of the 
history, and spoke about the curriculum. 
TopCats currently has a number of individuals 
active in this program: Dan (9 yrs), Keith Zawila 
and Windy Krepel (7 yrs), Peggy Strickler and 
Larry Scalzitti (6 yrs), Ric Case and Jerry Blum (4 
yrs), and Bob Peloza (3 yrs as a Range Aid, now 
going thru Instructor training). It's not a bad idea 



to refresh your skills by taking a course. It can't 
hurt. 
Greg Smith (Director) 
Updated us on our current activities schedule. 
Please check ROAR and our website for more 
information on the following events: 

PADRE (5/12) 
Rolling Thunder (5/13) 
Utica (5/19) 
Little Angels (5/20) 
Sunrise (5/27) 
Door County (6/1). 

Mark Heller provided an update on his 6/30 -
7/4 trip to Branson. Sandy Vernon announced 
the dedication of the NISRA Treehouse is taking 
place June 10. The dedication is at 1:30. A ride 
will be planned for the morning, with arrival at 
the Treehouse in time for the dedication. Fred 
Zimbric provided an update on his 4 day south-
west Wisconsin trip (6/22-6/25). Tom Nichols 
provided an update on his 8/25 trip thru the 
Ohio Valley, Blue Ridge Mts, the Dragon, 
Tennessee, and Kentucky. Bard Boand updated 
us on the annual Sturgis Ride. 
Keith Zawila (Secretary) 
Introduced Wayne Kirkpatrick (Safety Chair) 
who shared some comments on maintaining a 
safe following distance. Don Schaffer encour-
aged people to be Road Captains for the Charity 
Ride. Ric Case reminded everyone of this 
Sunday's GRASS class. John Lunde presented a 
safety tip on getting yourself physically prepared 
for riding season (his article appeared in May's 
ROAR). Some highlights include: take time to 
stretch before you ride, don't try and do too 
many miles initially, consider getting an eye 
exam and a physical, try and maintain strength 
in your lower back and legs, and remember an 
older rider is like an older motorcycle (mainte-
nance increases to maintain peak performance). 
Gary took comments from the floor. Larry 
Scalzitti announced the newest motorcycle rid-
ing school in Illinois recently opened (his). 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:50 pm. 

Hidden Valleys Tour!!! 
By Fred Zimbric 

I have a 4 day trip planned to southwestern 
Wisconsin June 22-25. There are some great 
country roads in the area with very little traffic 
and no traffic lights. This trip is all about rid-
ing on some great roads. I don't have any 
tourist stops planned, just gas and food stops 
along the way. These are some of the best roads 
in the Midwest and we will be covering a lot of 
them in a couple days. 

We'll meet at the gas station at the intersection 
of Hwy 120 and Hwy 12 at 9:00am on Friday, 
June 22nd. I have a back roads route on State 
and County highways that take us about 200 
miles to Prairie du Chien, WI. I have a block of 
rooms saved under the name "Top Cats" at the 
Brisbois ("Briz-boy") Motel. Prices are $69 for 
Friday and Saturday night, $64 for Sunday 
night. The Brisbois is a typical roadside motel, 
with an outdoor pool and plenty of parking 
right in front of the rooms. http://www.brisbo-
ismotorinn.com/,  608-326-8404. The block of 
rooms will be held until early June, so please 
make your reservations soon. Saturday and 
Sunday I have two routes planned through SW 
Wisconsin to explore the great roads and hid-
den valleys. There are some very twisty roads, 
including a pass over Wildcat Mt. each day. 
We'll ride about 200+ miles each day, ending 
up back in Prairie. I have a couple restaurants 
picked out for dinner Saturday and Sunday 
night and a fish fry Friday night. Monday we'll 
head back to Chicago on a different route, again 
sticking to the back roads for some adventure 
along the way. 

You don't have to attend all 4 days if you don't 
want to. You could make a 3-day weekend of it 
by riding up or back on your own. Prairie du 
Chien is about 225 miles from Palatine by the 
main highways which would take about 5 
hours. Please send me an email at 
frednjill@sbcglobal.net  when you make your 
reservations so that I can keep count of who is 
attending. 



Do You Have That Long Distance (LD) 
Feeling This Year?! 

By Larry Scalzitti 

The Long Distance Riding Committee (LDC) (Tom Malia, 
Tom Nichols and me will continue to bat around ideas 
for this years rides. Please feel free to provide input and 
make suggestions. I'll update this schedule at each 
meeting. If you'd like to help us hammer out the details, 
we meet before each general meeting for dinner and 
discussion. 

The LDC features three types of rides and a bonus activ-
ity. 
1 - Iron Butt Association style rides and certification 
rides 
2 - Multi-day rides to destinations chosen by LDC mem-
bers 
3 - Long rides with multiplejoin up and departure 
points. These rides are much longer in distance & 
duration and will provide the opportunity for Top Cats 
to participate in anypart of the ride that they can. 
4 - Riding seminars / workshops for the long distance 
rider. 

If you're interested in helping us with putting the finish-
ing touches on this year's LD rides, next year's sched-
ule, or you just want to meet to talk about long distance 
riding, join us for dinner and planning an hour prior to 
the general club meeting. The details and dates of the 
rides may change based on input from the members 
and of course those that express an interest in partici-
pating. We can shape these rides lots of different ways, 
so join in the fun. My take is that the planning and 
research is half the fun of a big ride. 

This Year's Top Cats LDC Ride and Event Schedule 

Been there, done that - you missed out:  

March 17 - 	Helge Pederson, "The Silk Road 
Adventure" 	& "Ten Years On Two Wheels", 
Milwaukee BMW 
April 28 - Larry's Long Distance Ride, 500 miles of sun 
and fun 

Coming Attractions:  

May 22 	Seminar - What I've learned on my 
Long Distance and Iron Butt Rides that can make your 
rides easier and more enjoyable. Everything from how 
to dress to how to be efficient will be covered. Don't 
make the same mistakes that I have. Location: Cycle 
Werks, Barrington, 3rd floor, Time: 6 pm 
June 16 Motorcycle Tourer's Forum (MTF) SaddleSore 
1000. This event is a national push to get more people 
involved in the IBA. It makes the first ride almost too 
easy. Register and pay $42 (you'd pay this much any-
way)and you don't even have to mail in your IBA paper-
work. At the end of the ride you just check out with the 
MTF staff and they submit everything. Must pre-register 
before June 2 at MTF site. 

http://www.mctourerconn/rides/2007/SS1K/Berwyn 
/Berwyn.html . Start Location: Illinois Harley-Davidson, 
1301 South Harlem Ave. Berwyn, IL. Start time: Check 
in opens at 6 am. All riders must be registered by 7 am. 
Projected stop time: midnight or later, based on your 
progress. 
Projected Mileage: 1050 miles 
July 9 Iron Butt Association (IBA) Lower Great Lakes 
SS1000. RSVP required. A mandatory pre-ride brief 
one week earlier for all riders. Join me in an assault on 
Lake Huron and Lake Erie in this year's quest on one of 
the IBA's Great Lake certification rides. This ride is the 
most doable. We'll spend a day riding to the start point 
and then two easy days riding two lane roads back 
home. This ride will be a mid week event vice weekend. 
There will be a required planning and record keeping 
meeting the week prior to the ride. 

Day 1 - 300 mile Super slab ride to Toledo, OH. Rest 
up for the pre dawn start. 

Day 2 - Great Lakes Endurance Ride -1050 miles 
Days 3 & 4 - Easy ride home 

Return Date: July 12. Projected Mileage: 1800 - 2000 
miles 

August 25 Tom Nichols Blue Ridge Highway and 
Tail of The Dragon Quest. Wanted: Dragon slayers! Join 
us for a leisurely tour of some of the best scenery in the 
country. We will spend five days and four nights riding 
along the Ohio River, the Shenandoah National Park, 
the Blue Ridge Parkway, the Tail of the Dragon (318 
curves in 11 miles), the Cherohala Skyway and some of 
the interesting two lanes of Tennessee and Kentucky. 
The ride will be primarily on two lane roads with plen-
ty of opportunities to enjoy what nature has to offer. 
Return Date: August 29. Projected Mileage: 2200 -
2400 miles 

September Alaskan Adventure: The exact time 
table will be worked out over the next few months. 
Here's the ambitious version. Note that there is an IBA 
ride called the Ultimate Coast To Coast Ride - a ride 
from Key West To Prudhoe Bay, Alaska - guess what 
drove me to design this ride. Based on my LRN2RYD 
school class dates, the ride start date may move up a 
week. On the way to Alaska we will ride through our 
own Glacier National Park and then the Canadian 
National Parks of Watertown, Banff and Jasper. In 
Alaska expect to visit the Denali and Wrangal - St. Elias 
National Parks and much much more! Ride to Key West 
depart 9/4. Pass near Chicago around 9/12. Ride to 
Fairbanks Alaska, arrive by 9/24. Ride to Deadhorse 
and then spend a few days touring in Alaska. Cruise the 
Inward Passage - no riding - surprise - 9/28 - 10/4, 
Return home around 10/18. Projected Mileage: 16, 
000 - 20,000 miles 

October & November 	Mexican Odyssey: The 
exact time table will be worked out over the next few 
months. Here's the ambitious version. Probably too 
ambitious, but .. . 
Start date: 10/27. Ride south via Big Bend National 
Park Explore Copper Canyon 11/3 & 
11/4. Ride the coast 11/5 - 11/12. Return home 
11/19. Projected mileage: 12,000 - 15,000 miles. 



December Stagecoach Xl. Start date: December 26. 
If the weather permits a group ride to Stockton, 
Alabama (just north of Mobile) for breakfast at the 
Stagecoach Café. We'll even run down to Florida and 
dip our toes in the Gulf before we head back home! 
Expect to eat with hundreds of other 
bikers that come from all over the country to say 
howdy! Return date: December 31 - in time for New 
Year's Eve. Projected mileage: 2,000 - 2,500 miles 

Bottom line - That's somewhere between 35,550 and 
43,450 miles of riding. Now that's what I call a riding 
season. Make one or make 'em all - if you have any 
additional ideas let us know. Also start thinking about 
place you'd like to go next year. 

Ride Season Kicks Off 
By Gary Brandt 

The weather was cool, but dry for all three of our 
first rides of 2007. The annual "Kick off Ride" lead 
by Andy Konsewicz started us off. A nice size group 
toured some familiar roads southward then across to 
Oregon. After a quick stop at the Indian statue we 
were on our way to brunch. Andy did a great job 
and earned his Road Captain Rocker. I am sure we 
can expect more rides out of him in the coming 
years. Lets hope he can keep his pants on (you had 
to be there). 

Larry Scalzitti took us on a 3 state tour (all in one 
day of course) on his Long Distance Ride. 
Southbound once again with a route that took us 
past Dixon, then over the river to Clinton Iowa. Up 
to Dubuque and then over into Wisconsin. North to 
Portage and then back home again. Thirteen hours 
and 500 miles later we were back. We think this was 
the first time in 5 tries that this ride had nice weath-
er. Nobody designs better routes then Larry and this 
time was no exception. 

Mark Heller led a small group on the second install-
ment of the PADRE Ride. Designed as a couple's 
event the highlight is a nice dinner stop after a 
shorter ride. This year the dinner was in Sycamore. 
Everyone had a good time as we demonstrated 
appreciation for our partners. 

If the rest of this year's rides come even close to the 
excellence these had, we are in for a great riding 
season. 

HARLE DAVIDSON'S 
10 COMMANDMENTS 

By Traveler 

I. The one true American- made bike is the 
Harley Davidson. Thou shalt not put any other 
motorcycles before it. 

II. Thou shalt not bow down and worship nor 
serve the God of Chrome; for, lo, he is a false god 
and will not get thy butt home. 

III. Honor thy authorized dealer and the motor-
cycles they sell, and that thy days may be long 
and fruitful in the land of Harley. 

IV. Remember the weekend, and keep it open. 
For it is written, five days shalt thou labor, and for 
two days shalt thou ride thy Harley, drink beer, 
and have FUN. 

V. Thou shalt not covet thy neighbor's Harley, 
nor her manservant, nor her maidservant, nor her 
ox, nor her cute little butt. 

VI. From the throne of thine Harley, thou shalt 
not stoop to wave at sinners who ride metric 
bikes, for metric bikes are known to be the hand-
iwork of the devil. 

VII. Thou shalt not pass by nor turn away from 
thy brother Harley rider who is in mechanical dis-
tress. 

VIII. Thou shalt not pose. Verily, I say unto you, 
it is easier for a poser to pass his Platinum Visa 
card through the eye of a needle than to enter 
into the true fellowship of Harley-Davidson heav-
en. 

IX. When riding thy Harley on the Road of Life, 
thou shalt not whine nor snivel, and thou shalt not 
suffer to ride alongside those who do. 

X. Park not thy Harley in the darkness of thine 
garage, that it may collect dust for want of being 
oft ridden. Ride thy Harley with thy Harley 
brethren, and rejoice in the spirit of the road and 
the wind. 
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